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Background and Objective: Endourology is considered an essential urology
fellowship due to its advanced techniques and technology. Unfortunately, data
regarding the geographic distribution, professional practice, and career
satisfaction of this subspecialty in Iran remain limited. This census aimed to
evaluate the geographic distribution and the professional challenges faced by
this highly specialized workforce.

Materials and Methods: This cross-sectional study was conducted using a
questionnaire and a census method. The questionnaire included questions
regarding demographics, the volume and types of surgical procedures, levels
of professional interest, and the intention to migrate. Statistical data were
obtained through the Medical Council and provincial census records.

Results: Twenty-one individuals participated in this study. A total of 28.6% were
aged between 40 and 45; 71. 4% worked in both private and teaching hospitals;
28.6% had less than five years of experience, and 85% were engaged in
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performed more than four laparoscopies weekly, often considering this not
cost-effective. A total of 42.9% of practitioners were unable to perform these
procedures due to the unavailability of flexible ureteroscopy. Regarding

professional outlook, 81% reported career satisfaction, whereas 66%
expressed an intention to migrate. The ratio of endourologists to the total
population of Iran was 2.2 per million; the highest density was observed in
Tehran, at 4.5 per million inhabitants. No specialists were identified in the
provinces of Bushehr, llam, North Khorasan, Zanjan, or Qazvin.

Conclusion: There is an adequate number of endourologists in Iran; however,
inefficient distribution and insufficient technical infrastructure limit their
effective productivity. Future health system policies should focus on the
equitable allocation of resources, the implementation of incentive programs
for underserved areas, and the revision of tariff-setting and reimbursement
policies.
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